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Join our WSET Diploma graduate groups and use 

#WSETalumni to share your news and achievements.
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  A message to the class of 2023/24

Welcome  
new alumni

Dear WSET graduate,

Many congratulations on achieving your WSET Level 4 Diploma in Wines or Level 4 Diploma in Wines and Spirits! It is with great 
pleasure that we welcome you to WSET’s alumni community. You are now a member of a prestigious group of over 13,800 
Diploma graduates from across the globe. Your journey with WSET continues long after graduation. As a member of the alumni 
community, you will have exclusive access to special offers and discounts, virtual and in-person events, and much more. Here are 
the ways in which you can stay connected with WSET and your fellow alumni:

•   Global Campus: after graduation your login to Global Campus will remain valid but you will now be able to access a range 
of resources by clicking on the Alumni tiles. 

•   Newsletter: after you graduate you will automatically receive regular alumni updates.

•   Events: keep up-to-date with upcoming events by visiting the wsetglobal.com events page.

•   Update us and keep in touch: make sure we have your most up-to-date information so we can keep in touch and support 
your future journey in the world of drinks – whether personal or professional.

Contact us at alumni@wsetglobal.com with any questions. We’d love to hear about your WSET journey – sharing your 
experience plays an important part in supporting future students!

Once again, our sincere congratulations and best wishes for the future.

Ami Wilkinson
Head of Events and Partnerships

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WSETAlumni/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2790962/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WSETAlumni/
https://www.wsetglobal.com/global-campus/
https://www.wsetglobal.com/news-events/events/
mailto:alumni%40wsetglobal.com?subject=Questions
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Congratulations to the class of 2023/24!

It’s my pleasure to welcome you to this year’s WSET Graduation 
Ceremony – a celebration of the outstanding achievements of 
809 graduates from around the world, who have successfully 
completed their WSET Level 4 Diploma in Wines or Level 4 
Diploma in Wines and Spirits. 

This year, we are proud to welcome graduates from 46 countries. 
You are now part of a global network of WSET alumni and some of 
our most important ambassadors. Completing this rigorous and 
prestigious qualification is no small feat – it requires dedication, 
passion and resilience. Your success is an extraordinary 
accomplishment and a testament to your commitment to excellence. 
I would also like to offer my congratulations to our scholarship and 
prize winners for their exceptional results.

As you join a global community of more than 13,800 WSET Diploma 
graduates, you are helping to shape the future of the drinks industry 
and inspire the next generation of wine professionals. Your 
determination and the stories you’ve shared about how WSET has 
influenced your careers and lives are truly inspiring. 

This past year we celebrated our 55th anniversary at Vintners’ Hall 
in the heart of the City of London, celebrating our positive impact in 
the global drinks industry. As Patrick Schmitt at The Drinks Business 
put it, “WSET is the UK’s greatest gift to the world of wine.”

We continue to work with our partners on initiatives that make drinks 
education more accessible and affordable, helping to foster a more 
diverse, inclusive, and sustainable industry for all. 

Finally, a heartfelt thank you to our generous sponsors and partners 

for their ongoing support. 

 

Warmest wishes,

Michelle Brampton

Welcome from  
Michelle Brampton, CEO, WSET

Special thanks to our drinks sponsors Special thanks to our alumni gift bag sponsors

Dr Laura Catena is a Harvard and Stanford 
trained biologist and physician, author, fourth 
generation vintner, and founder of the Catena 
Institute of Wine. She was a practicing 
Emergency Physician in California for 27 years 
while also working for her family winery, Catena 
Zapata and starting her own wine projects, Luca, 
La Posta and Domaine Nico, in Mendoza, 
Argentina.  

Dr Catena, a leader in sustainability, was named Old Vine Hero 

2023 by the Old Vines Conference, for her work in preserving 

Argentina’s ungrafted, massale, genetically diverse old vines. 

She recently led her family winery, Catena Zapata, to be 

awarded ‘World’s Best Vineyard’ 2023. Dr Catena’s advocacy 

for wine in moderation as part of a healthy lifestyle is featured 

on her website www.indefenseofwine.com.

Dr Laura Catena, WSET Honorary President said:

“I’m honoured to represent WSET as Honorary President for a 

third term. Over the past two years, it’s been a privilege to 

work so closely with the team to support greater diversity and 

promote sustainability within the world of wine. WSET’s 

unparalleled global reach and international perspective are 

what make this role so exciting and meaningful to me. There’s 

still work to be done - and I look forward to carrying it forward 

in 2025/26.” 

WSET’s Honorary President, 
Dr Laura Catena
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Our Partners WSET would like to thank all partners 

for their ongoing support.

  Gold Partners

Silver Partners

Bronze Partners

The WSET Partnerships programme provides a compelling opportunity for businesses to support 
the work of the drinks industry’s largest education provider to improve access to drinks education 
for individuals globally.

We are passionate about creating a diverse and inclusive global drinks industry, and with the support of our 47 partners we 

are working to create positive social impact through purposeful projects. By partnering with WSET, you are helping us to 

improve access to drinks education for individuals and communities facing challenges and hardship. As a WSET Partner you 

can help your own organisation to meet its goals, support staff, build customer trust and reach new audiences.

Contact our Partnerships team at partnerships@wsetglobal.com to find out more.

IMPACT
Make a demonstrable impact on the lives 

of people around the world whilst 
supporting your organisation’s CSR goals.  

BENEFITS
Our partners receive a range of  

discounts, recognition and brand  
collaboration opportunities. 

WHY SUPPORT WSET?

OPPORTUNITIES
Help us to make drinks education  
globally accessible and affordable.

HOW YOUR SUPPORT HELPS US MAKE A DIFFERENCE

SOCIAL IMPACT 
PROJECTS

WSET-led activity in the UK, EMEA, 
Americas and APAC.

REGIONAL 
COLLABORATIONS

Working with charities and organisations  
to support local communities.

STUDENT  
BURSARIES

Supporting individuals facing  
financial hardship.

Partner with WSET

Mentees taking part in 
the Women in Beer 
Mentorship Programme, 
in collaboration with 
WSET.

mailto:?subject=WSET%20Partnerships
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American Wine School
Chicago, USA

Beth Dailey

Rafaella De La Vega

Connor Doran

Jennifer Hemmer

Michael Klaus

Hoe Seung Kwon

Rebecca Miles-Steiner*

Lauren Noel

Kevin O’Neill

Marlies Tibbs

Elise Vaux

Alexander Weisse

ASC Fine Wines
Shanghai, China

Yuefang Fan

Yijiao Guo

Yizhou Wang

Nanke Wu

AWSEC Hong Kong
Hong Kong SAR, China

Pirgun Akinal

Jinping Cai

Hiu Wai Terry Chan

Tinyu Chan

Feng Chen

Xiao Min Chen

Brian Cheng

Cheuk Wing Chow

Hin Yan Peter Chow

Yee Ting Chu

Xiumei Du

Sing Yip Fan

Nicholas Forsey

Henri Frangin

Ling Hao

Ling Huang

Jelmer Kattevilder

Oi Ying Lai

Suet Ying Janice Lam

Wing Keung Kenny Lam

Yu Hei Lam

I Wa Lao

Jee Hyun Lee

Mo Yee Leung

Li Li

Chu Yao Liang

Qi Liu

Ping Ho Lo

Kwok Yuen Lui

Chung Tak Ng

Faye Xiaoying Ng

Peter Sabine

Ka Yee So

Ming Kin Benjamin Tam

Dominic Targett

Erh Shan Luigia Tsai

Wai Yin Tsang

Juliette Vagile

Ramón Vázquez Córdoba

Jiayi Wang

Chi Wai Wong

Thanawat Wongsrisathaporn

Yingping Wu

Chaobin Yang

Kin Chuen Yim

Xiaohai Zhan

ChenXi Zhang

Qi Zhong

Xinjie Zhou

Ying Zou

Capital Wine  
School LLC
Washington DC, USA

Kathryn Aldrich

Julia Donoghue

Nikki Drake

Ciprian Ene

Justin Good

Alicia Green

Troy Hicks

David Holly

Jerry Kolins

Katherine Levine

Veronica Mooney

Debra Mortillaro

Tonya Rawe

Catherine Sagal

Samantha Santaniello

Rachel Ziemba

Caplan Wine Academy
Tokyo, Japan

Giovanni Aiello

Misuzu Amano

Fumika Baba

Marina Fragkis

Yuko Hashizaki

Keisuke Hirata

Kanako Imamura

Kaoru Ishikawa

Rick Kan

Masato Katsukawa

Haruko Kobayashi

Yoshihito Kondo

Takuto Minami

Toshiaki Monkawa

Makoto Murakami

Yoshimi Murakami

William O’Connor

Takashi Okada

Takeshi Okajo

Katsura Shibata

Chiya Suminami

Seiki Suzuki

Hikaru Takahashi

Chiaki Takematsu

Yukari Tezuka

Homare Togawa

Toshiki Tomari

Katsumi Tsuiji

Juichi Wako

Taizo Yamada

Noriko Yasuda

Yumi Yoshihara

Mitsuhiro Yoshimura

Keiko Yoshino

Commonwealth  
Wine School
Boston, USA

David Barton

Todd Cort

Thomas Dean

Yunting Fang

Christopher Keith

Joanie Métivier

Cokie Ponikvar

Adam Wilson

Culinary Academy  
of Norway
Oslo, Norway

Karoline Aspli

Andreas Bjørnstad

Benedicte Gude

Rune Herringbotn

Jeremy Hugall

Espen Måløy

Trond Harald Stigen

Ole Edvard Strangstadstuen Berg

Nikki Thompson

Alexander Wiggins

Dragon Phoenix
Beijing, China

Adriano Albanese

Deqiang Cao

Jiayue Chen

Keqian Gao

Kunqi Gao

Zheng Guan

Weier Ha

Ningyi Jia

Chen Li

Lu Li

Siyou Li

Xiaodong Li

Jinting Liu

Lin Liu

Shijuan Liu

Xiaomei Liu

Xingyan Liu

Yilu Ma

Boyan Mao

Tianshi Nong

Shaojie Shi

Xiangyi Sun

Yi Wang

Hangwei Wu

Suowei Wu

Xinxin Xu

Hui Wen Zhang

Ziang Zhang

Chaoran Zheng

Xin Zhou

Enjoy Discovering Wine
Southampton, UK

Anna Sarah Clark

James Cusselle

Jo Kitley*

Dominic Matrunola

Jack Pritchard

Luisa Salussolia

Diploma 
Graduates

                                                                                                                    

The following students successfully completed the WSET 

Level 4 Diploma in Wines or Level 4 Diploma in Wines and 

Spirits in the 2023/24 academic year. They join the ranks of 

over 13,800 graduates worldwide who can be recognised by 

the post-nominal DipWSET.

EnoCultura
São Paulo, Brazil

Jose Renato Camilotti

Fernando Leonhardt

Tiago Locatelli

Heloise Merolli

Newton Lins Buarque Sucupira Filho

Esprits-de-Vins
Macon, France

Dandan Bresdin 

Ronan Chesnel

Gilles Francois 

Martin Guibert

Aude Isnard

Clara Jacquot

Olivier Molle

Sergio Moreira

Pierrick Muller

Adrien Pedron

Christophe Poiré

Joy Pygott

Esperanza Richez

Li Xin

Fine Vintage
Vancouver, Canada

Ivy Armstrong

Aaron Bartels

Grant Bronconnier

Barb Brousseau

Jonathan Carlile

Kaushal Drolia

Robert Faurot

John Glenn

Nick Jenkins

Charlotte Keller

Bruce Lau

Travis-Rene Montgomery

Robin Moodie

Elizabeth Rawluk

Alexander Viol

Stan Wiens

Gastronomisches 
Bildungszentrum 
Koblenz e.V.
Koblenz, Germany

Fook Nean Boey

Matthias Bühler

Carolin Corongiu

Laura Dinita

Julia Herrmann

Emrah Isitmen

Lennart Lassen

Robert Löffler

Neele Ollermann

Sebastian Russold

Grape Experience
San Francisco, USA

Michael Anthonio

Alan Atkinson

Shao-Lee Chen

Kelly Coggins

Tim Kenneally

Matthew Leonard

Diana Li

JyHuey Lin

Natalia Molchanova

Yetem Nicodimos

Travis Perez

Lauren Ritter

Rodrigo Trejo

Jiayi Zhu

Independent Wine 
Education Guild
Toronto, Canada

Daniel Bender

Carmine Caravaggio

Hoi Yan Joey Cheng

Christian Dugas-Ruest

Dustin Eisenhaur

Kendra Ellsworth

Nimu Ganguli

Luiz Fernando Gonik

Anshu Grover

Rohit Jaitly

Deborah Kennedy

In Gyung Kim

Randi Klassen

John Leatherbarrow

Michael Littleford

Filippo Marsala

Brian McGinnis

Christine McGinnis

Mayuko Nakamaru Daudén

Ioulia Pachinkina

Simon Paillé

Melanie Pugliese

Katherina Radcliffe

Antonia Rapanaro

Jean-Francois Robitaille

Sara Sangster

Adam Sleeth

William Southward

Nathan Vermette

Wenhong Wang

Louis Wu

Yinhao Wu

International Wine 
Center – New York
New York City, USA

Gregory Fage

Zak Fox

Yael Ido

Sungjung Kim

Todd LaRue

Aimée Lasseigne New

Justin Lee

Tzu-Wen Lee

Dillon Lerach

Teppo Petri Luukkanen

Caroline McCarthy

Sophia Miller

Kendal Montgomery

Nicole Muscari

Steven Norton

Tae Seok Oh

Edouard Proust

Spencer Ross

Sarah Katherine Tuttle

Xiaohan Zhong

Napa Valley Wine 
Academy
Napa, USA

Emily Baddock

Jakob Bailey

Reilly Benz

William Blessing

Suzanne Bonham

Nick Bovino

Wayne Chen

David Ciardiello

Dino Cocco

Peggy Dean

Michael DeCourcy

Vanessa DeCourcy

Joseph Donalson

Cody Fauser

William Galanko

Jennifer Gray

Eric Haeussler

Maki Hirotani

Marcos Iglesias*

Brian Johnston

Jason Kern

Andrea Kringle

Elissar Kurban

Jessica Laversin

Winston Liu

Gary Lum

Lauren Matney

Colleen McClellan

Andrew McVay

Guillermo Mendiburu

Leah Meulemans

Gregory Moloney

Andreia Moura

Dimitri Navrides

Jonathan Nichols

Miriam Nuñez Martinez

Junqi Peng

Shannan Perciballi

Caryl Reinsch

Jessica Ried

Katherine Saks

Cortney Sannizzaro

Christina Seillan

Chiara Shannon

Scott Smerud

Dona Stewart

Spencer Swartz

Sylvie Tannhauser

Emma Thomas

Richard Troksa

Margaret Valenzuela

Neptune School  
of Wine
Costa Mesa, USA

Andrew Kami

Mattias Luukkonen

Romina Mendoza

Emily Moody

Trent Nash

Matthew O’Malley

Robert Rosales

Jessica Whitlock

New Zealand School  
of Wines and Spirits
Auckland, New Zealand

Astrid Cheung

Jo Cribb

Scarlett Glackin

Lisa Harris

Meander Heller

Laure Huynen

Jacqueline Jubel

Anna Catherine Kelland

Gerald León Leal

Jianzhe Liu

Stephen McGowan

Nadezda Nazaryeva

Mary Schneier

Jessica Wood

PhillyWine
Philadelphia, USA

Thad Gelsinger

Jeff Greenblatt

Arthur Kevin San Jose

Stéphanie Broche

Plumpton College
Plumpton, UK

Harriet Price

Eve Stupart

Prince Wine Store
Melbourne, Australia

Robert Aitken

Justin Biskup

Lerr Yue Chow

Aidan Cutlan

Florence Diffey

Christopher Ford

Michael Hegarty

*Graduates with distinction*Graduates with distinction
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Pierre Vila Palleja

Laura Villanueva

Jiasheng Wan

Michele Weiss

Patricio Zarate

WSET School London
London, Manchester, 

Edinburgh, and Dublin, UK

Rabia Pinar Akkaya

Tara Albini

Andrea Altana Luigi

Rina Amin

Olga Antoniadou

Kyle Armstrong

Gregory Askew

Caroline Victoria Austin

Marco Bacchetta

Santo Bains

Judith Baird

Erica Baker-Vilain

Sophie Balanger

Shivani Barar

Katy Barker

Edan Barulfan

Bronwen Batey

Michael Bennett

Yoan Bernard

Matteo Bertinato

Marietta Bertleff

Zoe Bloomfield-Auburn

Cong Cong Bo

Luca Bocca

Troy Bohn

Martin Bonde Jensen

Natasha Borg

Matthew Bottrill

Thomas Bourne

Timothy Bradley

Tom Brady

Andy Bray

Tara Brooks

Richard Brown

Sarah Buckenham

Terri Cain

Fiorangelo Calima

Stefania Calleja

Leo Cappelletto

Sergio Carbajal Hidalgo

Sarah Carlson

Eleonora Caso

Christopher Cassell

Nga Kit Chan

Magnus Chapple

Ruiming Chen

Else Christensen

Roberto Colucci

Alun Coppack

Laura Corti

Roberta Costante

Olympe Courage

Marina Cuadrillero De Coca

Kiran Curtis

Jacob Desai-Proud

Alfredo Marzi

Marius Diac

Christie Dix

Peter Doherty

Oliver Donovan

George Downing

George Doyle

James Eatwell

Harriet Elder

Ayda Ceren Eroglu

Emma Findlayson

Nick Fisher

Nathaniel Frankland

Johnathan Garry

Antonio Gerardi

Clara Gil Leite Pereira

Hannah Gillies

Sofia Giros

Daniel Gomez Mannfeld

Giuseppe Grasso

Rachel Gray

Nancy Green

David Grierson

Jack Griffiths

Lee Guzowski

Catriona Hamlet

Richard Harding

Thomas Hare

William Haughton

Jasmine Heinen

Amiel Herszage

Nicholas Heseltine

Anna Hickson

William Higgon

Alexander Hirst

Feabha Hoare

Henrik Holmqvist

Lisa Suzanna Hoogwerf 

Denise Horlbeck

Miguel Horrach-Fiol

Jacqueline Horry

Edward Hume-Kendall

Eike Jahnke

Edyta Janusik

Oliver Jones

Evren Kalkan

Svitlana Sera Karamshuk

Carol Kaufmann

Kunal Kaul

Hye Jin Kim

Ji-Eun Kim

Young Seok Kim

Jenny Kirkwood

Petek Korkusuz

Angel Lamas Gonzalez

Matthew Lamb

Louise Mosgaard Larsen

Kevin Larvin

Yoav Lasovsky

Yirae Lee

Michael Levine

Bertram Li Mow Ching

Kelly Liang

Thomas Liddington

Léonard Liévin

Jia Lin Vania Lim

Xiao Hong Lin

Dan Liu

Elise Ziwei Liu

Yancheng Liu

Stefano Loise

Maria Lopez Repiso

Marianne Lystrup

Edward MacIntosh

Ana-Maria Matei

Susan Mayne

Maire McHugh

Hannah Mckay

Jordan McKibben

Coralie Menel

Andrea Menigatti

Alex Messianu

Isabella Meuli

Irina Mihailenko

Stephen Mitchell

Luma Costa Monteiro

Minako Mountford

Anna Mucha

Josefin Muehlbauer

David Nagy

Vidya Narasimhan

Oliver Nelson

Elisabeth Neumüller

Molly Newport

Arthur Ng

Jia Sheng Ng

Edoardo Nicoletti

Ewa Nowara

Soma Orehóczki

Joanne O’Riordan

Eduardo Pallares-Cebrian

Nelson Pari

Teodora Pastarmova

Madhura Pawar

Thomas Pear

Nea Pettinen

Matthew Pickthall

Tim Piwinger

Celia Plowright

Karen Mee Yau Pok

Quentin Possidoni

Irena Postlova

Gabrielé Praviloniené

Rebecca Preece

Charlotte Prescot

Frederick Rae

Hector Reinoso Elbers

Paolo Ricciarelli

Paul Riddett

Mollie Rigby

Lucy Roberts

Nicole Roche

Edward Rodger

Sara Rodrigues Matos

Pornpatra Rojanapenkul

Sara Rossi

Emma Roumana

Maxime Rusliakov

Olga Berenice Salazar Torres

Carlotta Salvini

Mirko Sanna

Rui Santil

Tomas Joakim Sarnstedt

Gisela Schneider

Nadia Seery

Ziyue Shao

Viktoriya Shevela

Connal Shields

Elad Shoham

Grace Shorr

Reiko Skillman

Daniel Smith

Sarah Smith

Andrea Sozzi

Oliver Stevenson-Goldsmith

Alexander Stubbs

Yung Him Suen

Natalia Sumkina

Giuseppe Summa

Charlotte Surguy

Calum Syrett

Luis Taboada Campo

Benjamin Thomas

Jonathan Tiffany

Gary Trott

Yin Chi Bowie Tsang

Mark Tucker

Jean-Romain Turchini

Jennifer Turner

Emma Twidale

Alexandra Vasilenko

Weiguang Wang

Stephanie Wangui

Kate Wardell

Isabelle Wardlow

Ida Weatherall

Yu-Ying Wei

Avraham Weiss

Paul Kimon Weissenberg

Markus Wenger

Birthe Naersnes Westerby

Matthew Whale

Daniel Whalen

Oliver Whitehead

Sietze Wijma

Taryn Wilkins

Madeleine Willis

Rowena Wilson

Clint Wong

Katie Woodhead

Xiaodong Xu

Yuwen Zhang

Alessandro Zummo

*Graduates with distinction

Max Hollander

Hanna Johansson

Valentine Kuzniewski-Lebrun

Duncan Moody

Ryan Moses

Callie Poole

Lyndal Taylor

Sharon Wild

Kim Man Clement Wu

Restaurangakademien 
Stockholm, Sweden

Margaux Barjou

Thomas Pennerud

Sydney Wine Academy
Sydney, Australia

Jeff Beresford

Clio Collar

Elizabeth Dodd

Christopher Fichardt

Peter Fitzgerald

Alexandrea Fladhamer

Irakli Gotsiridze

Jarryd Green

Vincent Griffiths

Zoe Jee

Hemant Kotak

Melissa Moore

Maria Nash

Angelica Nohra

Victoria Rae

Bridget Stafford

Iain Wood

TAFESA
Adelaide, Australia

Jessica Ferguson

Timothy Hampton

Sedef Imer

Darren Oemcke

Chen Rao

Johannes Schoombee

Lu Wang

Mengni Yang

The International  
Wine Education Centre
Cape Town, South Africa

Stephanie Cartwright

Malu Lambert

Heleen Rabe

Clarise Sciocatti-Langeveldt

Kerry Sutherland

Madison Volkwyn

The Texas Wine 
School
Houston, USA

Justin De Jesus

David King

Kristy Knowles

John Krouse

Christian Lewis

Weinakademie 
Oesterreich GmbH
Rust, Austria

Caroline Abbott

Joanna Abendroth

Ela Akça

Alper Apaydin

Yury Blinov

Barna Boros

Ivan Božilov

Nian-Ting Cai

Carol Chen

Gina Graciela Córdova Pérez

José de Ramón

Nicolas Dilger

Alin Radu Dragomir

Francine Dubois

Lisa Ellegaard

Wei-Kang Feng

Peter Frank

Florin Gal

Corinna Gliss

Marleen Hegeman

Sira Henschen

Liyan Hu

Yalim Isleyici

Valentina Kirichkova 

Jiri Kristek

Andrew Lebus

György Lőrincz

Maxime Mikhailitchenko

Theone Mole

Márk Molnár

Sebestyén Nagy

Francesco Pasquariello

Reshma Patel

Jinyi Peng

Alexey Pilin

Trine Pontoppidan

Michal Popiolek

Ljubica Radan

Clara Radunsky

Martin Reinhofer

Denise Schuiling

Tobias Schwingshackl

Luisa-Sophia Sedlmayr

Bilge Senol

Claus Simonsen

Alice Söllner

Aleksandra Starikova

Michal Tomczak

Jelena van Eerdenburg

Dragos-Bogdan Vasilescu

Máté Vass

Aiyana Vilimek Rojo

Valentijn Webbers

West of England  
Wine School
Bristol, UK

Arsen Khachaturyants

Wine & Spirit Archive
Oregon, USA

Gillian  Arca

Lauren King

Ana Martinez

Jessica Pierce

Elizabeth Stringfellow

Craig Walker

Wine & Spirit 
Professional Center Ltd
Athens, Greece

Vasileios Falkos

Andreas Georgiades

Ioannis Lamprou

Maria Savva

Petar Velickovic

Dimitrios Zannikos

Martin Zuan

Wine House
Los Angeles, USA

Jupin Chamanara

Brian Lee

Annette Solomon 

Wine School Perho Pro
Helsinki, Finland

Tatiana Dudkova

Eeva Hakala

Demetrio Lombino

Elina Salminen

Anniina Schreiner

Peeter Vahtra

WineWise
Belgium, Luxembourg & 

The Netherlands, EMEA

Claus Andersen

Sem Beks

Charlotte Crul

Clara Gall

Paulien Guibal

Eric Haesen

Pim Hens

Ludo Jacobs

John Jaspers

Vladimir Kosenko

Fries Lefevere

Maud Lennertz

Bram Ngo

Michael Øuleé

Peter Raeymaekers

Guilhem Renaud

Emeline Rougeron

Sanaz Sadegh

Oda Schenkman

Folkert Scheper

Nils Schley

Marieke Sleeuw Wiegman

Zsófia Sochr

Annekee Steenbergen

Wai Yi Tang

Coen van der Burgt

Filip Van Utterbeeck

Chantal Verwer

Marvin Walraven

Martijn Weisfelt

Lukas Wiegman

Vasylysa Yilmaz

Pauline Zonne

WiSP
Bordeaux and Paris, France

Arthur Acer

Emilia Alvarez

Thomas Andrieu

Alexandre Arixi

Sara Bañuelos

Anthony Bechara

Romain Becker

Thibaut Briançon

Julia Brugalieres

Philippe Caillier

Lijun Chen

Mélanie Claudé

Kevin Coornaden

Charlotte Debauges

Javier Del Blanco Pérez

David Duran Gonzalez

Begoña Garcia Goiriceleya

Lydiane Gless

Lise Grillot

Morgan Hubert

Anastasia Kharlamova

Pira Laohacharoensombat

Raice Lesellier

Liam Machell

Rubén Martínez Moreno

Aurélien Mazières

Jennifer Millard

Karen Moore

Constance Munch

Alejandro Ochoa Clemente

Jean-Philippe Pelanne

Thibault Ponthier

Anna-Cécilia Pouliquen

Francisca Recabarren

Kevin Rigault

Mylena Romano

Deborah Sabbioni

Alexa Sanford

Mahir Sencan

Daniel  Sensini

Iuliia Mikhaïlivna Shevernia

Hervé Thoron

Frédéric Van Dijk

*Graduates with distinction
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Level 3 Award  
in Spirits

The Incorporation of 
Coopers of Glasgow Earl 
of Forfar Scholarship
A study trip to a cooperage and a 

whisky blending session in 

Glasgow is awarded to a student 

from the UK.

Barbara Drew MW 
WSET School London, 

UK

Worshipful Company of
Distillers’ EMEA Prize
An EMEA student is awarded a 

bursary to study a spirit 

producing region.

Thomas Laidet
WiSP, France

Worshipful Company of 
Distillers’ Americas Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a bursary to study a spirit 

producing region.

Lisa Belczyk
Palate Partners School 

of Wine & Spirits, 

USA

Delamain Cognac Prize
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary to use towards further 

studies in spirits or a study trip of 

their choice.

Rajan Singh
Tulleeho Portals, India

Level 3 Award  
in Sake

IWC Sake Prize
The top student globally is invited 

to join the world’s elite sake 

judges and participate in judging 

sake at the International Wine 

Challenge.

Seiko Ishihara
WSET School London, 

UK

Prizes are awarded each academic year (1st August to 31st July) and students who achieve outstanding results may be eligible. Prize winners will be contacted by 

WSET after the end of each academic year.

 Prizes
Prizes are awarded annually to recognise those candidates 

who have achieved outstanding marks in their WSET exams. 

They are made possible by the generous support of our 

valued sponsors and partners.

The Outstanding Alumni Award, presented annually in partnership 

with JancisRobinson.com, celebrates the achievements of 

WSET’s global alumni community. This year, alumni were invited 

to nominate their winner by shining a spotlight on the inspiring 

work of Diploma graduates around the world. 

The 2024 award recognises an exceptional contribution to 

creating positive change within the global drinks community.

WSET Outstanding  
Alumni Award

Previous Winners

2016 Isabelle Legeron DipWSET, France and UK

2017  Sarah Jane Evans MW, DipWSET UK

2018  Caro Maurer MW, DipWSET Germany

2019  Ferran Centelles DipWSET, Spain

2021  Ferdinand Mayr DipWSET, Austria

2022 Alexandra Schrecengost DipWSET, USA

2023 Sonal Holland MW, DipWSET, India

Gus Jian Zhu MW, DipWSET

Gus has been instrumental in advancing wine education and science. He began his journey as 

a wine educator under the mentorship of Fongyee Walker MW and Edward Ragg MW, and has 

since become a pivotal figure in wine research and education. After completing his WSET Level 

4 Diploma in Wines and Spirits at WSET School London, he went on to achieve a Master of 

Science in Viticulture and Enology from UC Davis and became the first Chinese national Master 

of Wine in 2019.

 Gus is a research scientist at Harv 81 Group, where he oversees quality control and sensory 

research on cork and oak products. His book, Behind the Glass: The Chemical and Sensorial 

Terroir of Wine Tasting, has been acclaimed for making wine science accessible and engaging.

Gus’s innovative work in sensory science and oak-wine interactions has been presented at 

seminars and masterclasses worldwide. He played a key role in expanding WSET qualifications 

in China and in the US and continues to inspire wine professionals and enthusiasts globally with 

his dedication and enthusiasm.

2024 Winner

Dr Laura Catena (left),  Sonal Holland MW, 
DipWSET (centre) and Jancis Robinson 
OBE, MW, DipWSET (right).
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Level 3 Award  
in Wines

Conseil Interprofessionnel 
du Vin de Bordeaux Prize
A 3-day intensive education trip 

visiting some of the vineyards and 

wineries of Bordeaux, and 

attending a course at the 

Bordeaux Ecole du Vin as a guest 

of the Conseil Interprofessionnel 

du Vin de Bordeaux (CIVB).

Sebastian Burch 

Loki Wines, UK

The Rhône Trophy
A sliver trophy is presented to a 

student from the EMEA region. 

The winner also receives a case 

of Rhône wines, selected by 

Hallgarten and Novum Wines.

Mats Carlsson 

Culinary Academy of 

Norway

Decanter Americas Prize
A student from the Americas 

region is awarded a study bursary 

for use towards WSET Level 4 

Diploma in Wines fees.  

Philip McDaniel 
Capital Wine School, 

USA

Decanter APAC Prize
A student from the APAC region is 

awarded a study bursary for use 

towards the WSET Level 4 

Diploma in Wines fees.

Sihun Oh 

Winevision, Korea

Level 4 Diploma  
in Wines

 D1
Wine Production

D1

M&S Yves Fourcade Prize
A UK student is sponsored to 

take a one-week viticulture or 

vinification course at Plumpton 

College.

Katherine Thomas
WSET School London, 

UK

D1

Peter Hampson Memorial 
EMEA Prize
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary to study a wine 

producing region.

Mateusz Papiernik
Weinakademie,  

Austria

D1

Patrick Sandeman 
Vintners’ Bursary
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary from the Worshipful 

Company of Vintners’ to study a 

wine producing region.

Richard Matthews
Wine inTuition, 

Australia

 D2
Global Business

D2

Bibendum Prize
A five-day work experience with 

Bibendum’s buying team is 

awarded to a UK student who is 

looking to start a career in the 

wine and spirit trade.

Joshua Meyer
WSET School London, 

UK

D2

Consorzio Franciacorta 
Prize
An EMEA student is awarded a 

bursary to put towards a trip to 

Franciacorta, Italy.

Tarik Goyal
WiSP, France

D2

Merendino Global 
Business Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a bursary to use towards further 

studies in wine. 

Mary Regan
American Wine School, 

USA

D2

Marcia Waters  
Vintners’ Bursary
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary from the Worshipful 

Company of Vintners’ to study a 

wine producing region.

Aishlinn Scally
Sydney Wine Academy, 

Australia

 D3
Wines of the World (Tasting)

D3 (Tasting)

Sogrape Wine  
Academy Prize 
A study trip to Portugal and 

in-depth experience of the Douro 

wines is awarded by Sogrape 

Wine Academy to a UK student.  

Arthur Ng
WSET School London, 

UK

D3 (Tasting)

 

Rioja Wine Academy Prize
An EMEA student is awarded a 

fully paid participation in Rioja 

Camp, a new immersive 

educational experience in Rioja, 

organised by Rioja Wine Academy.

Patricio Zarate
WiSP, France

D3 (Tasting)

Gérard Basset  
Memorial Prize and  
McNie Tasting Trophy
An Americas student is awarded a 

trophy and will receive a bursary to 

study a wine producing region. 

Mika Carlin
Capital Wine School, 

USA

D3 (Tasting)

Peter Hampson Memorial 
APAC Prize
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary to study a wine 

producing region. 

Keqian Gao
Dragon Phoenix, 

China

  D3  
Wines of the World (Theory)

D3 (Theory)

Wines of Great Britain 
Prize
A UK student is awarded a study 

bursary, a case of award-winning 

English and Welsh wines, and a 

package of events.

Stefano Loise
WSET School  

London, UK

D3 (Theory)

Louis Jadot  
Burgundy Prize
A study trip to Burgundy and a 

magnum of Louis Jadot wine are 

awarded to an EMEA student.

Filip Van Utterbeeck
Winewise, Belgium
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D3 (Theory)

Merendino Wines of the 
World Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a bursary to use towards further 

studies in wine.

Marcos Iglesias
Napa Valley Wine 

Academy, USA

D3 (Theory)

Royal Tokaji Prize
A bursary is awarded to an APAC 

student to study a wine 

producing region.

Hin Yan Peter 
Chow
AWSEC Hong Kong

 D4
Sparkling wines

D4

Liberty Wines Prize
A UK student is awarded a trip to 

Veneto with the Liberty Wines 

team to attend the VinItaly trade 

show, visit several of their 

outstanding producers in the 

region, and attend special 

evening events.

Nicholas Maddock
WSET School London, 

UK

 

D4

Moët & Chandon Prize
A study trip to Champagne as a 

guest of Maison Moët & Chandon 

is awarded to an EMEA student.

Esther Zaal
Winewise, Belgium

D4

Coravin Sparkling Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a Coravin sparkling device.

Eric Haeussler
Napa Valley Wine 

Academy, USA

D4

John Avery  
Vintners’ Bursary
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary from the Worshipful 

Company of Vintners’ to study a 

wine producing region.

Anthony Justice
Sydney Wine Academy, 

Australia

 

 D5 
Fortified wines

D5

Lustau Sherry Trophy
A trophy and a study trip to Jerez 

as guest of Emilio Lustau SA is 

awarded a UK student.

Elena Miñarro Leyva
WSET School London, 

UK

 

D5

Taylor’s Port Prize
An EMEA student is awarded a 

study trip to Taylors or a wine 

travel/education bursary of 

equivalent value.

Harold Smeenge
Winewise, Belgium

D5

Sandeman Port Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a trip to Portugal, including an 

in-depth experience of the Douro 

and Port Wine, courtesy of 

Sandeman, an iconic Port Wine 

brand.

Mariana Barros 
Peres
Capital Wine School, 

USA

 

WSET Develop Prize

James Eastmond
Independent Spirit of Bath, UK 
Wine for Life Learning, UK 
The Mixing Class, UK

The WSET Develop Prize, presented in collaboration between WSET and The 

Drinks Trust, recognises a Develop student who has demonstrated their 

commitment to their educational progression within the drinks industry. As part of 

the prize, sponsored by Odyssey Bar, the winner and a guest are invited to a 

Whiskey Masterclass with Michele Reina. They will explore Bourbon or Rye, taste 

exclusive expressions, blend their own whiskey, and take home a bottle.
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D5

Graham’s Port Prize
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary to study a wine 

producing region.

Mang Kwan  
Patrick Tam
AWSEC Hong Kong

 D6
Independent Research 
Assignment

D6

Wines from Spain Prize
A UK student is awarded access 

to the Spanish Wine Specialist 

Certificate online course, with the 

opportunity to take part in a trip 

to Spain upon completion of the 

course.

Roberto Colucci
WSET School London, 

UK

D6

Penfolds EMEA Prize
An EMEA student is awarded a 

bursary to study a wine 

producing region.

Ona Rombaut
Winewise, Belgium

D6

Merendino Independent 
Research Assignment 
Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a bursary to use towards further 

studies in wine.

Nicole Muscari
International Wine 

Center - New York, 

USA

D6

Michael Cox  
Vintners’ Bursary
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary from the Worshipful 

Company of Vintners’ to study a 

wine producing region.

Mary Schneier
New Zealand School of 

Wine & Spirits 
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Graduate prizes 
Best all round performers for 2023/24

Derouet Jameson Award
The Derouet Jameson Memorial 

Foundation supports up to three 

students who work in the UK wine 

and spirit trade with funding for 

the Masters of Wine study course. 

Jonathan Tiffany
WSET School 

London, UK

 
 Kiran Curtis
WSET School 

London, UK

Penfolds Asia Pacific 
Scholarship

The Penfolds Asia Pacific 

Scholarship is a study bursary 

awarded to the student from the 

APAC region who achieved the 

highest overall mark in the Level 

4 Diploma in Wines.

Kwok Yuen Lui
AWSEC, Hong Kong

Decanter Americas 
Scholarship

The Decanter Americas 

Scholarship is a study bursary 

awarded to the student from the 

Americas who achieved the 

highest overall mark in the Level 

4 Diploma in Wines. 

Rebecca Miles-Steiner

American Wine School, USA

Vintners’ UK Scholarship
The Vintners’ UK Scholarship is a 

bursary to study a wine 

producing region awarded to a 

student from the UK who 

excelled in the Level 4  

Diploma in Wines.

Nga Kit Chan
WSET School London, UK

International Wine & Spirit 
Competition Trophy

The IWSC Trophy and a bursary 

towards further wine studies is 

awarded to an EMEA student 

who achieved the highest overall 

mark across the Level 4  

Diploma in Wines. 

Mahir Sencan
WiSP, France

Vintners’ Cup
The Vintners’ Cup is presented to 

the student who achieved the 
highest overall mark across the  
WSET Level 4 Diploma in Wines.

The Worshipful Company of 
Vintners also presents the winner 

with an engraved decanter.

Jo Kitley
Enjoy Discovering Wine, UK

The Vintners’ Cup is awarded annually to the graduate achieving 

the highest aggregate mark across all units of the WSET Level 4 

Diploma in Wines. The winner is awarded a silver trophy and 

an engraved decanter.

The Worshipful Company of Vintners is one of the City of 

London’s Great Twelve Livery Companies, with a history rooted in 

the UK wine trade. They generously took over the sponsorship 

of this award in 2004. The award has existed since 1946.

Jo Kitley DipWSET
Enjoy Discovering Wine, UK

Jo Kitley discovered a passion for studying wine 20 years ago while recovering from a broken 

ankle during medical school. A trip to Alsace reignited this interest, leading Jo to pursue WSET 

courses in Winchester. Studying with Enjoy Discovering Wine, Jo excelled under the guidance 

of educators Jim Gore and Erica Dent. Despite initial challenges, including a daunting D3 exam, 

Jo’s dedication paid off, earning her the prestigious Vintners’ Cup.

“Winning this award has given me the confidence to ‘talk wine’ with just about anybody, 

allowing me to retain and enjoy all the fascinating things I’ve learnt.”

Previous Winners

1946  Jack Gregory

1947  C. F. Donovan

1948  John Surtees

1949  John Surtees

1950  Geoffrey Butler

1951  John Davies

1952  J. E. Hall

1953  P. Spurway

1954  E. Arnold Tasker

1955  Gerald Asher

1956  Peter Crameri

1957  David Sommerfelt

1958  Robin Don

1959  James Long

1960  Martin Bamford

1961  Geoffrey Smallwood

1962  Robin Walters

1963  Clive Waters

1964  A. F. Crutchley

1965  Charles Hawkins

1966  A. F. Crutchley

1967  Geoffrey Sydenham

1968  Michael Cliff

1969  Peter Clarke

1970  Ian Bostock

1971  Anthony Gunn

1972  Anthony Hanson

1973  Martyn Brown

1974  Tim Holland

1975  Charles Crawfurd

1976  Penelope Mansell Jones

1977  Richard Harvey

1978  Jancis Robinson

1979  John Burton

1980  Richard Stewart

1981  Arabella Woodrow

1982  Diana Percival

1983  Michael Schuster

1984  Fiona Roberts

1985  Angela Bishop

1986  Robin Woodhouse

1987  Philippa Woods

1988  Michael Holmes

1989  Ian McLaren

1990  Jane Brocket

1991  Lilyane Weston

1992  Susan Anderson

1993  Patricia Stefanowicz

1994  Rebecca Pinch

1995  Sally Easton

1996  Linda Jotham

1997  Robert Harris

1998  Chris Foss

1999  Nancy Mittelmajer

2000  Neil Beckett

2001  Katherine Richardson

2002  Sara Basra

2003  Sarah Ahmed

2004  Alexander Carr Taylor

2005  Richard Hamblin

2006  Claire Dawson

2007  Anne McHale &  

Nicola Grandorge

2008  Catriona Felstead

2009  Irene Bachkönig

2010  Charlotte Edgecombe

2011  Emma Harrison

2012  Mei Hong

2013  Sarah Heller

2014  Julie Frankland

2015  Jing Wei Sun

2016  Jason Millar

2017  Moritz Mueller

2018  Joseph Hallam

2019  Timothy Clark

2020  Mary Wright

2021  Jorge André Pais Vaz Nunes

2022  Felicity Cox

2023 Che Chun Alex Tsui

Vintners’ Cup

2024 Winner
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Alexander Hirst
WSET School London, UK
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For more information about WSET or to  

locate your nearest course provider visit 

wsetglobal.com 

 

 

@wsetglobal

https://www.wsetglobal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WSETAlumni/

